
February 11, 2022
Greetings!

Snow Response: Feb. 3 & Feb. 4 – Woodridge has incredible employees that work to keep our Village
streets safe and accessible for first responders, residents, and other motorists when a snowstorm hits. The
number of miles driven by Public Works snowplow drivers during the early Feb. snowstorm is almost
equivalent to driving from Woodridge to Zurich, Switzerland! Or driving to Las Vegas, back to
Woodridge, and then returning to Las Vegas! Thank you to everyone for giving the plows the space to
do their job.
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Quiroga & Perez Jointly Awarded Public Works
“Tony Fowler” Outstanding Employee of the Year
Honor 

Congratulations to Omero Quiroga, maintenance worker II and
Ryan Perez, maintenance worker II, who Woodridge jointly
named as the 2021 recipients of the Public Works “Tony Fowler”
Outstanding Employee of the Year Award! Woodridge Public
Works named the Employee of the Year award after long time
Public Works employee Tony Fowler who retired from the
Village in 2017 after 39 years. He epitomized the Village’s
values of high quality and superior services during his tenure with
Woodridge.

Quiroga and Perez both currently work in the water crew and
were recognized for consistently performing their work in an
outstanding fashion, being dedicated co-workers, and providing
noteworthy assistance to residents.  

“Last year was an extraordinary year for Woodridge Public
Works, especially with the challenge of clearing tornado debris,”
said Al Stonitsch, Woodridge village administrator. “Tony
Fowler served Woodridge almost 40 years in Public Works and
personified providing superior services to residents – which is
why Woodridge named this award in his honor. Ryan and Omero
continue Tony Fowler’s legacy of serving the Woodridge
community through outstanding service and dedication. We
congratulate both Ryan and Omero on this well-deserved
recognition, and thank them for their outstanding public service
to the Woodridge community.”

WPD Safety Tip: Safeguarding against Apple AirTag Tracking
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Apple says that the AirTag is “a supereasy way to keep
track of your stuff. Attach one to your keys, slip another
in your backpack. And just like that, they’re on your
radar in the Find My app, where you can also track down
your Apple devices and keep up with friends and
family.” Unfortunately, there have been cases of stalkers
and other criminals using AirTags.

An Android app called Tracker Detect extends the ability
to identify nearby AirTags and Find My trackers to
Android users so that they can tell whether or not they’re
being unexpectedly surveilled.

This CNET article has some tips to help safeguard
against the misuse of AirTags.

Village Offices Closed Monday, February 21, for In-Service Day; Garbage Schedule is

Unchanged

On Monday, February 21, Village Hall and Public
Works offices will be closed during the President's
Day holiday for an in-service day. Offices will
reopen on Tuesday, February 22, at 8:00 a.m.

Please note that Groot Inc. will continue service
on President’s Day, and there is no change to the
trash collection schedule. 

ICYMI: Woodridge Facilities Project Update & 75th St. Warehouse

The Village continues to make progress for the
Woodridge Police Department and Public Works
facilities. Currently, the Police Department is
finalizing the building plans and guaranteed
maximum price (GMP). GMP helps to control
expenses. A guaranteed maximum price is a cap
on the amount the client (Woodridge) will have
to pay project contractors, regardless of the
project's actual cost to the contractor. Woodridge
expects the Woodridge Police Department
ground-breaking ceremony to occur in the last
week in April. For further information, please
visit the Woodridge New Facility Needs  website.

A high-visibility project due to its location is the
new warehouse and office under construction at
2240 75th Street (west of I-355 ramp) on the
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former Wilton Property. According to the
construction company website, “the new facility
is designed according to standards representative
of a corporate headquarters facility. The
building, situated on an 8.14-acre site, will
feature 32’ building clear height, 14
docks/loading doors (expandable to 20), two
drive-in doors, and 177 parking spaces for cars
and 11 trailer storage stalls. The building will
also feature 2,240 square feet of speculative
office space situated at the southeast corner of
the building.”

Since these two projects – the Police
Department/Public Works facility and 75th street
warehouse – are located in a similar vicinity, it
can be confusing about each project’s location.
Please see the graphic below that shows the
location for both projects. For more information
about current development projects in
Woodridge, please visit the Current
Development Projects website. 

SCARCE Hosts Sustainable Saturday Collection Event in Lisle on March 19

SCARCE is hosting a "Sustainable Saturday"
collection event Saturday, March 19, 2022, 9:00
a.m. to Noon at Benedictine University in the
Rice Center Parking Lot at 5700 College Road in
Lisle. Participants are asked to enter the
collection event from Maple Avenue. The School
& Community Assistance for Recycling and
Composting Education (SCARCE) not for profit
organization strives to provide DuPage County
with environmental-friendly educational
resources and programs.

PLEASE NOTE: No hazardous waste (e.g. oil-
based paint, motor oil, air conditioners,
refrigerators, etc.) will be accepted.
 For more information, please visit the SCARCE
website.

Upcoming (Free) Weather Spotter Training
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Have you heard? NWS Chicago scheduled a (free!) virtual severe storm spotting training sessions with
the first only about 2 weeks away! The course this year is completely revamped with new materials
including information on:

* Thunderstorm Basics
* Spotter & Forecasting Tools
* Safe Storm Spotting
* What and How to Report

NWS Chicago will also providing training on how to interpret radar data using imagery from recent
high-impact weather events. Go to https://weather.gov/lot/spotter_talk for more information including
registration

Flashback Friday: 2014 Polar Plunge

The Woodridge Police Department and Public Works raised $21,000 for Special Olympics. The Polar
Plunge took place at Northwestern University's North Beach, and the participants dived into the cold

Lake Michigan water once an hour for 24 hours.

Got a flashback photo? Send it to us, and it could be featured in the next issue.

IN AND AROUND WOODRIDGE

DuPage Forest Preserve: Romantic Night Walk
Enjoy a night in nature with someone you love on a Romantic Night Walk at the DuPage Forest Preserve
District’s Fullersburg Woods Forest Preserve. 
 
Take a 1- to 3-mile self-guided walk with your sweetheart or with friends on lantern-lit paths that
meander through an oak forest. Along the way you’ll pause at historic shelters, cozy fires, and scenic
bridges, where you can listen to the soothing sounds of the rolling waters of Salt Creek.
 
Register online or at 630-933-7248. In accordance with CDC guidelines, all visitors 2 or older regardless
of vaccination status must wear a mask that covers the nose and mouth when inside forest preserve
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buildings and in crowded outdoor settings.

"Nature in Winter” Photo Contest
There’s still time to enter the Woodridge Library’s "Nature in Winter" photo contest. Select up to 5 of
your BEST nature photos taken this winter and email them to George Kalinka, Adult & Teen Services
Manager, at gkalinka@woodridgelibrary.org through February 14. See contest guidelines online.

Black History Month: Superhero Week!
February 14 through 20, the Woodridge Public Library is hosting a celebration of Black superheroes
with games, activities, and a scavenger hunt. Kids will have fun while learning about Black superheroes
from stories and comic books, along with Black heroes from history including authors, scientists, and
educators. This is a free, drop-in event for children of all ages.

Stories of Black History with Shanta
Woodridge Library presents award-winning storyteller Shanta Nurella in a virtual program on Tuesday,
February 15 at 7:00 p.m. Teens, adults and families with school-age children are invited to hear about
impactful times of change and history through the words of Black artists, writers and leaders. Pre-
register to receive a Zoom link to attend online.

In-Person Practice SAT
Saturday, February 19 at noon, the Woodridge Public Library is offering a free, SAT practice test for
local teens. This program will take place at the library and requires registration.
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